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The ravages committed upon many of bur fellow-eitizens by the 
Indians, and the depredations upon the liberty and commerce of 
others of the citizens of the United States by the Algerines, both 
unite in proclaiming to us, in the most forcible language, " to loose 
the bands of wickedness, to break every yoke, to, undo heavy bur- 
thens, and to let the oppressed go free." 

We shall conclude this address by recommending to you. 

First, To refrain immediately from that species of rapine and 
murder which has improperly been softened with the name of the 
African trade. It is Indian cruelty, and Algerine piracy, in an- 
other form. 

Secondly, To form Societies, in every state, for the purpose of 
promoting the abolition of the slave-trade, of domestic slavery, the 
relief of persons unlawfully held in bondage, and for the improve- 
ment of the condition of Africans, and their descendants amongst us. 

The Societies, which we represent, have beheld, with triumph, 
the success of their exertions, in many instances, in favour of their 
African brethren; and, in a full reliance upon the continuance of 
divine support and direction, they humbly hope, their labours will 
never cease, while there exists a single slave in the United States.^* 

To THE Citizens of the United States. 
Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

Various Societies having been formed, in different parts of the 
Union, for the purpose of promoting the Abolition of Slavery, they 
Lave several times met in convention to deliberate on the best means 
of furthering the humane work they have undertaken. — We, the 
seventh association of Delegates from these bodies, now convened in 
the city of Philadelphia, appealing to the Searcher of hearts for 
the rectitude of our intentions, believe it our duty to address you 
with a few remarks, to which we solicit your candid consideration 
and attention. Believing as we do, that the benevolent Author of 
nature has made no essential distinction in the human race, and 
that all the individuals of the great family of mankind have a 
common claim upon the general fund of natural bounties, we have 
never hesitated to avow the objects of our institutions, now the 
honest means by which we hope for their ultimate attainment. Yet 
we are sensible that many of our fellow citizens have laboured 

21 Minutes of Proceedings of a Canvention of Delegates from the Abolition 
Societies, 1794, pp. 22-25. 
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under mistaken impressions on both these points, and have ascribed 
to us views as inconsistent with the policy of our country, as with 
our real prospects. It is true we contemplate the deliverance from 
slavery of all the blacks and people of color in these states, sooner 
or later, by such means as your humanity, and the wisdom of our 
rulers may suggest ; and though we think the existing laws of some 
of the states unnecessarily severe; yet we pointedly disavow any 
wish to contravene them, while they remain in force, or to hazard 
the peace and safety of the community by the adoption of ill 
advised and precipitate measures. 

In common with the rest of our fellow citizens, we sincerely 
deplore the late attempts at insurrection by some of the slaves of 
the southern states, and participate in the dreadful sensations the 
inhabitants in their vicinity must have felt on so awful an occasion. 
It is fervently to be hoped that they may induce a weighty consid- 
eration of the source of the evil, and of the best means of its future 
prevention. We are convinced, that so long as a relation subsists 
between cause and effect, and the present policy of those states is 
pursued, so long the deprecated calamity is to be dreaded; and 
while we all revolt with horror from the anticipation of an organ- 
ization on the part of the slaves, we conceive there is a certain state 
of degradation and misery to which they may be reduced, a certain 
point of desperation to which the human mind may be brought, and 
beyond which it cannot be driven. — If then the premonitory signs 
of this crisis have appeared, if a recurrence of the desperate feelings 
which gave birth to the design is to be so awfully dreaded, ought 
not the attention of every humane mind to be exerted in devising 
adequate means for averting so enormous a danger? "We advance 
with confidence our firm belief, a belief founded on mature reflec- 
tion, that to be effectual they must be in many respects different 
from those which have heretofore been adopted. An amelioration 
of the present situation of the slaves, and the adoption of a system 
of gradual emancipation, while it would tend to remove the charge 
of inconsistency, between the constitutional declaration, and the 
legal provisions of some of the states; would also be an effectual 
security against revolt. If the severity of their treatment were 
lessened, and the hope of freedom for them or their posterity were 
held forth as the reward of good behaviour, the slaves would be 
bound by personal interest to be civil, orderly, and industrious. It 
has been argued, that they are not qualified to enjoy the blessings 
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of freedom, even under a gradual emancipation : but are they not 
rational creatures, and why will not the same method which have 
civilized others, in the course of time also civilize them ? A princi- 
pal mean of effecting this purpose, would he to instruct them in 
the duties and obligations of religion, morality, and social justice. 
We find that the cultivated inhabitants of different countries and 
even the individuals of the same country, have very different ideas 
on these subjects. Is it therefore to be wondered at that the poor 
illiterate blacks, who are so little instructed in the principles of 
Christianity, and strangers to the refined sentiments which result 
from education; is it, we ask, to be wondered at, that they are 
susceptible of error and delusion ? 

Fellow citizens of the southern states ! we invite your calm and 
dispassionate attention to the subject; and, with the aid of that 
Being to whom we must look for instruction in this, as in all our 
other undertakings, we firmly trust that you will be enabled to 
devise such measures as may terminate in your own peace, and 
security, and the benefit of that unfortunate race whose miseries 
excite our sympathy, and the improvement of whose situation is 
the object of our anxious solicitude and care. 

Another subject that required general attention, is the inhuman 
crime of kidnapping, which, in some parts of our country, has 
recently increased to an alarming degree. The friends of liberty 
view with horror the perpetuation of this abominable practice, and 
the holders of slaves have no security for them, as property, during 
its continuance. There is therefore a common interest in the re- 
moval of the grievance ; and we confidently look for the assistance 
of the humane of all descriptions in detecting and bringing to pun- 
ishment, these shameless violations of the rights of their fellow-men. 

It is also a lamentable fact, that notwithstanding the general 
repugnance of all well disposed citizens to any further importation 
of Africans into this country, or concern in the infamous commerce 
in the persons of our fellow creatures, notwithstanding the prohibi- 
tions of the laws of most of the states on this subject, and the strict 
instructions of those of the general government, upwards of two 
hundred vessels, belonging to our own citizens, are employed in the 
purchase and transportation of slaves from Africa to the West- 
Indies, and the southern parts of this country. 

The rage for this traffic is so far extended by avarice, that many 
persons have risqued their all in its pursuit; and it seems that 
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nothing can stop the cruel and disgraceful enormities which are 
thus committed, in violation of the dictates of humanity, and the 
laws and policy of our country, but a more general activity and 
exertion on the part of good citizens, in the discovery and prosecu- 
tion of the offenders. So large a number of vessels are fitted out 
for this trade, and sent to the coast of Africa from the eastern 
states, that we are induced earnestly to call on our brethren of 
those parts, to aid in its suppression ; and surely as they have done 
away the evil of personal slavery among themselves, they cannot 
want inducements to enforce the laws against such of their citizens 
as set them at defiance, by pursuing a prohibited commerce, as 
shocking to the feelings of every benevolent mind, as it is offensive 
in the eyes of the Almighty Ruler of the universe. 

Finally, fellow citizens ! as you value your own peace and that 
of your families ; the quiet and security of our country ; the obliga- 
tions of our holy religion ; and the favor of an over ruling Provi- 
dence ; let us entreat you to enter into the consideration of the sub- 
jects now submitted to you. Assist in mitigating the present ills 
of personal slavery, by an amelioration of the situation of slaves; 
lay the foundation for an eventual extinction of the mighty evil 
throughout our land; commence a determined opposition to the 
wicked infractions of justice and the laws of our country ; and may 
the Divine blessing attend you, in every attempt that you may be 
encouraged to make, for the good of your fellow men.^^ 

CIECULAR ADDRESS 

To THE Aboution and Manumission Societies in the United 

States of America. 

At the close of the session of 1821, the American Convention 
deem it proper to address you on the important subjects which have 
occupied our attention. 

In reviewing the labours of Abolition Societies in this country, 
we find much reason for congratulation. The cause of truth and 
humanity has regularly advanced, in the minds of an enlightened 
community; and nothing but perseverance, in presenting this sub- 
ject to the public in its appropriate simplicity, is requisite to pro- 
mote its triumphant march over the prejudice, hostility, and opposi- 
tion of its enemies. To the perseverance of its advocates alone, may 
be imputed the great change in the public opinion, in favour of 

22 American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1801, pp. 37-41. 
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the Abolition of Slavery, that has already been effected in the 
Northern, Middle, and some of the Western States: and we con- 
fidently hope, that this will ultimately produce a similar change in 
the South. We therefore trust, that you will never relax your ef- 
forts to promote the emancipation of slaves, till every human being 
in the United States, shall equally enjoy all the blessings of our 
free constitution. 

The best mode of effecting the abolition of slavery, so as to pro- 
mote the interests and the happiness of the slave, and to be satis- 
factory to the master, is a subject of difficult solution; and one 
that has much engaged the attention of the Convention. However 
desirable a total emancipation might be to the philanthropist, we 
cannot expect the speedy accomplishment of that event. 

Although the subject of colonizing the free blacks, has been re- 
peatedly considered and disapproved by former Conventions; it 
has been revived, fully discussed, and, as we trust, definitively 
decided by this, that such a colony, either in Africa or in our own 
country, would be incompatible with the principles of our govern- 
ments, and with the temporal and spiritual interests of the blacks. 

How far voluntary emigration to Hayti should be encouraged, 
is a question which we do not possess sufficient information to de- 
cide; but which may receive much additional light from the cor- 
respondence already directed to be instituted for that purpose. We 
think it worthy of consideration, how far any measure should be 
recommended that may tend to draw from our country the most 
industrious, moral, and respectable of its coloured population, and 
thus deprive others, less improved, of the benefit of their example 
and advice. 

Deeply injured as they have been by the whites, the coloured 
people certainly claim from us some degree of retributive justice. 
And if our efforts succeed in improving their intellectual and moral 
condition, and in imparting to them a correct knowledge of the 
only true God, we shall do much towards compensating them for 
all the wrongs they have sustained. This object can be best attained 
by their permanent resident in a Christian country, and under 
suitable moral and religious instruction. 

Influenced by a conviction of this truth, our attention has been 
directed to a gradual melioration of their condition, and to the 
adoption of such measures as will conduce to their elevation to a 
higher rank in society. We conceive that these objects may be pro- 
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moted, by giving the slaves an interest in the soil they cultivate, 
by placing them in relation to their masters, in a situation some- 
what similar to that in which the peasantry of Russia are placed in 
relation to their landlords. 

This plan has been successfully executed by an extensive planter 
in Barbadoes ; and it was found to conduce essentially to the pro- 
motion of his slaves. Should our southern planters be induced to 
adopt a similar course, there is doubt, that the result would be 
equally favourable. 

We think it particularly desirable, that the legislatures of the 
slave-holding states, should be induced to fix a period after which 
all who are bom of slaves shall be free. This is an object which 
we ought never to lost sight of, until it is attained. Although this 
period should be remote, and therefore no benefits be afforded to 
the present generation, yet an inestimable benefit would thus be 
assured to posterity. 

Signed on behalf, and hy order of the American Convention, 
held at New-York, the 29th of November, 1821}^ 

The MEMOEIALi OP THE AMERICAN CONVENTION FOE PROMOTING THE 

AboiiItion of Slavery, and improving the condition op 
THE African race, 

RespectfuujY Sheweth, 

That it has long been a source of deep regret to a large portion 
of the citizens of the United States, as well as to the friends of 
human rights and liberty throughout the world, that domestic 
Slavery, with all its odious features, continues to be tolerated by 
the national government in the small territory over which the Con- 
stitution invests it with exclusive jurisdiction. Your Memorialists 
are convinced, that a strong simultaneous effort of those who hold 
this sentiment in different sections of our country, would imper- 
iously engage the attention of Congress to this interesting subject ; 
especially if that effort were sanctioned and directed by the au- 
thority of the different state legislatures. Impressed with this be- 
lief, we earnestly solicit your honourable body to use such means 
as your wisdom and the spirit of our admirable constitution will 
sanction, in order to remove this national reproach, and vindicate 
the purity and vigour of our republican institutions from the re- 
proaches of their enemies. 

23 American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1821, pp. 57-58. 
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We are only known to foreign states as one great nation, of 
which the Federal Government is the organ and representative; 
every state comprising the Union and all its inhabitants, are com- 
pelled to endure the opprobium, however they may abhor, the guilt 
of holding their fellow men in bondage. To permit the existence of 
slavery within the very sound of the voice of the orator and states- 
man, while he is pleading the cause of Liberty, or uttering his boast 
of American Independence upon the floor of Congress, is a flagrant 
inconsistency, which, in the view of foreign nations, attaches equally 
to Massachusetts and Virginia! We entreat you, therefore, by 
your regard for justice and the rights of man — by your religion, 
and the welfare of our common country — ^by your respect for your- 
selves and for the honour of your constituents, not to suffer the 
present session to elapse, without a recorded vote, which shall be 
your witness to posterity, that, if the exclusive territory of the 
national government remains to be polluted by the footsteps of a 
slave, it is because your exertions in the cause of liberty have been 
unavailing. 

EespectfuUy, but most earnestly, do your memorialists request 
your honourable body, seriously to consider this subject; and if it 
shall appear to you advisable, let your senators be requested, to 
bring the subject into the view of the Congress of the United States, 
enforced with the commanding weight of your recommendation 
to an early and profound enquiry into the expediency of the 
measure. 

W. Eawlb, President.-* 

The following is a Circular, prepared and issued by the Acting 
Committee op the Convention, and selected and ordered 
to be placed upon the minutes op the convention : 

Respected Friend, 

In inviting our fellow citizens to join in the great cause of jus- 
tice, and humanity, it seems almost unnecessary to dwell upon the 
reasons which should influence their cordial co-operation. It would 
be an insult to their feelings and understanding, to suppose them 
unmindful of the rights of their fellow men, or indifferent to the 
honour of their country ; yet it may be well to direct their attention 
to some of the calamities inseparably connected with slavery, and 
to strive to awaken the exertions requisite to effect its abolition. 

2* American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1825, pp. 31-32. 
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By the Law of Nature, all men are entitled to equal privileges, 
and, although, the artifieal distinctions of society may have abro- 
gated it in practice, they are unable to justify the destruction of 
a right, which claims for the African that Freedom which the ex- 
press and implied will of the Almighty has declared to be inherent 
in every individual of the human race. 

The barbarous policy which sanctified the introduction of slaves 
into this country, sacrificed the injunctions of Revelation to mer- 
cenary ambition, and for temporary interest bestowed a lasting 
disgrace upon posterity. Time and perseverance may eradicate the 
evil, which is increasing in importance, and which not only has 
brought obloquy upon our national character, but threatens to in- 
volve us in all disastrous results of civil discord. 

There is nothing in our Republic so deeply calculated to promote 
sectional jealously as the existence of slavery. The conflicting poli- 
cy of slave-holding and non-slave-holding states, will increase with 
its unhappy cause. "We have already seen to what extent it may be 
carried, and it requires no effort to imagine consequences, from 
future excitement, the most dangerous to our political existence. 
There is also much to be feared, in many States, from the physical 
superiority of the Black population. The innate principle which 
so strongly impels to the acquisition of liberty, is, in itself, suffi- 
cient to arouse the energies of the slave ; but, when the consciousness 
of numerical power unites with the desire of vengeance, arising 
from long oppression, the influence of example only, can be wanting 
to enkindle the exterminating rapacity that usually attends suc- 
cessful insurrection. 

One of the strongest reasons that should induce us to exert 
every power for the suppression of slavery, is the indelible disgrace 
it brings upon our country. A people, enjoying the utmost limit 
of rational liberty, who proudly claim the name and rights of free- 
men, tolerate in their very bosom the most unnatural and cruel 
bondage. This glaring inconsistency, in part, justifies the sneers 
which the advocates of arbitrary power are continually casting on 
the boasted liberality of our political institutions. 

We are trying the great experiment, whether liberal Government 
is best calculated for the happiness of man, and its opposers seize 
with readiness the argument, that one portion of our population 
is dependent for its luxuries, and even for its existence on the abject 
servitude of another. The power of example is lessened, and patriot- 
ism turns with disgust from our practical application of that 
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splendid theory, which declares that all men should be free and 
equal. 

The voice of humanity is loud in its appeal for the emancipa- 
tion of the human race. The connection between slavery and 
cruelty, which results from the rigid discipline necessary to exact 
unnatural obedience, is alone sufficient inducement to excite the 
attention of the Philanthropist. It is degrading to behold the image 
of God bending under the brutality of imperious dictation, subject 
to the caprice of rude and ignorant authority, and liable to igno- 
minious death for seeking that liberty which nature has declared to 
be equally due to all men. 

Is the participation of natural right to be graduated by shades 
of complexion? Shall one man lead a life of thraldom, because 
his skin has darkened under a hotter sun ? Shall he be the perpetual 
servant of his fellow man, because deficiency of intellectual power, 
naturally resulting from a want of education and opportunity, have 
given him less keenness of perception, disqualified him to stand 
forth the vindicator of the oppressed, to assert his rights, and de- 
mand redress for his injuries? No! We trust that there is a re- 
deeming virtue in our fellow citizens, which will urge them to unite 
with us in abolishing Domestic Slavery. We invite them, because 
we believe it to be contradictory to the Law of Nature — ^in viola- 
tion of the commands of Christianity — ^hostile to our political 
union — dangerous to a portion of our white population — incon- 
sistent with our professed: love of liberty — degrading to our na- 
tional character — and in opposition to the feelings of humanity. 
Then let not this appalling injustice bring down the wrath of of- 
fended Heaven on our country — join with us in the endeavour to 
benefit mankind, and be determined that your zeal shall not waver, 
nor your exertions diminish, while a single spot in our land is pol- 
luted by a slave. 

We respectfully invite a correspondence on the subject of this 
address, and the communication of such facts as may, from time 
to time, come to your knowledge. 

By order of the Acting Committee of the American Convention 
for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and Improving the 
condition of the African Race. 

Otis Ammtoon, Chairman.^'^ 

Isaac Barton, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, 22, 1825. 

25 American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1825, pp. 33-35. 
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Thk American Convention fok promoting the Abolition op 
Slavery, &c. to the citizens op the United States. 

Among the various subjects which have obtained our attention 
at this time, that of the education of indigent colored children is 
considered one of primary importance. When we look around upon 
the one hand, and see the incalculable advantages which have ac- 
crued to the children of white persons in limited circumstances, 
from the instruction bestowed upon them by judicious benevolent 
provisions ; and upon the other, to observe the deplorable effects of 
the want of instruction, in the case of the neglected children of 
colored parents, we feel a conviction that the period has arrived, 
when the Abolitionist and the Philanthropist ought to renew and 
redouble their efforts to remove the unpleasant contrast; and it is 
with much satisfaction we have learned that in some parts of our 
country, the attention of benevolent individuals, and charitable in- 
stitutions, has been attracted to this subject, and the success which 
attended their endeavours, furnishes a most powerful inducement 
to follow up so praiseworthy an undertaking by the united efforts 
of all those who are one in sentiment with us, in improving the con- 
dition of the African race. We trust it will be readily conceded, 
that whatever measures have the effect of enlightening any portion 
of the community, are a public good; and upon this maxim, the 
education of the children of what are called the lower classes, has 
often been recommended with a laudable zeal, by statesmen eminent 
for their wisdom and foresight ; from hence, and the acts of some 
of the State Legislatures, much has been done to enlighten the 
minds of indigent children ; unhappily, in some parts of our coun- 
try, colored children are deprived of the benefits of education by 
ungenerous constructions of existing laws ; in some, by the absence 
of all legal provision for their instruction, and in others by the 
existence of legal prohibitions ; thus leaving a wide field open for 
the benevolent operations of those who feel an interest in raising 
the degraded African from a state of ignorance which is a reproach 
to the age and country in which we live. 

As regards the capacity of colored children to acquire knowl- 
edge, when the opportunity is afforded them, many facts might be 
collected to shew that they are by no means deficient in intellect; 
that the minds of many of them are of quick perception, and capable 
of arriving at considerable degrees of eminence in scientific re- 
search; in short, that nothing but the means of instruction are 
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wanting to the poor colored child, to elevate him to that station in 
society which he is entitled to upon every principle of justice and 
humanity ; which his and our Creator, no doubt, designed he should 
occupy, and from which he is debarred by the cruel hand of injustice 
and oppression. 

If these views are correct, it is much to be lamented that instruc- 
tion has been so long withheld from thousands of these objects of 
pity, and our efforts ought to be so directed as to repair or remove 
the evil. Under these impressions, we earnestly recommend to the 
friends of emancipation and equal rights, that they give to this 
subject the solemn consideration which its importance so loudly 
demands, and adopt such measures as may appear best calculated 
to dissipate the cloud of ignorance by which the present colored 
generation is enveloped, and succeeding ones threatened. If those 
measures are pursued with a zeal worthy of such a cause, we trust 
your labors will be crowned with success, and the benevolent heart 
will expect no richer reward.^" 

To THE Citizens op the United States. 

The American Convention for Promoting the Abolition of Slav- 
ery, and improving the condition of the African race, now convened 
in the city of Baltimore, most respectfully takes the liberty of 
addressing you on the important subject of the gradual extinction 
of Slavery in the District of Columbia. 

It is doubtless well understood, by our fellow citizens generally, 
that this District is the property of the nation — that the laws for 
the government thereof emanate from the representatives of the 
people, in Congress assembled, and that all who are entitled to the 
elective franchise in every State of the Union, have an equal right 
to express their sentiments, and urge the adoption of measures, 
relative to the abolition of the system of Slavery therein. 

We are well aware that some will contend for the legality of 
Slavery, as tolerated in some parts of the United States, and insist 
that the question of its abolition should be left to the decision of 
the people of the District, themselves. "When we consider that 
slaves are, generally, viewed as property, this kind of reasoning 
assumes a specious appearance: yet it must be borne in mind, that 
the inhabitants of the District of Columbia are not represented in 
any legislative tody; but that the sovereignty over that particular 

26 American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1827, p, 19. 
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section of the country is vested in the people of the States — And 
when we reflect, that the question has long since been settled 
whether a legislative body possesses the right to enact laws for the 
prohibition or extinction of Slavery — that it has indeed been acted 
on, by several of the State Legislatures, and also by Congress — ^we 
think that no reasonable doubt can be entertained as to the expedi- 
ency of the measure in the present case. It is well known that a 
very large proportion of the citizens of the United States are 
inimical to the system of Slavery; and it is believed by many in- 
telligent persons, who are themselves residents of the District of 
Columbia, that a great majority of the inhabitants thereof are de- 
sirous for its total abolition. Viewing the subject in this light, we 
cannot, for a moment, hesitate in urging your attention to it. 

The friends of Universal Emancipation, in several of the States, 
viz. North Carolina, Tennessee, Maryland, &c. have for several 
years memorialized Congress upon this important subject ; but as a 
few, comparatively speaking, were thus heard to express their senti- 
ments, little notice has yet been taken of their petitions. At the 
last session, a memorial, against the perpetuation of the cruel sys- 
tem, was presented to that body, by the people of the District, 
themselves. This memorial was signed by about one thousand of 
the most respectable portion of the inhabitants, among whom were 
several of the Judges of the District Courts, and even some holders 
of slaves. Whatever may have been the doubts or scruples enter- 
tained by some of our citizens heretofore, respecting the propriety 
of urging this subject upon the attention of the National Legis- 
lature, we conceive that there is no longer cause for hesitation, since 
a very respectable number of the people of the District have them- 
selves raised their voice in its favour ; and, as we have before stated, 
it is also believed that by far the greater number are favourably 
disposed towards it. 

That the discussion of this question may excite a lively interest, 
both in and out of Congress, and that whatever measures may be 
proposed, for promoting the object in view, will meet with violent 
opposition, from the advocates of Slavery, we are well aware. All 
past experience teaches us that this is to be expected. Not only 
the opponents of emancipation in the south may be expected to 
throw impediments in our way, but the prejudice against the un- 
fortunate and degraded Africans, and the self-interest of many 
others will also be arrayed against us. Yet we would calmly and 
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dispassionately appeal to the good sense of the people of this na- 
tion — ^to those who exercise the sovereign authority in this great 
republic — ^this boasted land of freedom and equal rights — and rec- 
ommend the serious consideration of this very important subject. 
We most earnestly beseech them to weigh well the consequences of 
tolerating within the limits of this District, a system that has uni- 
formly proved destructive to every nation that long permitted its 
continuance. But most especially, we would appeal to them as 
Christians and Philanthropists; and urge them by all the feelings 
of humanity and benevolence — ^by all the ties of social affection that 
binds man to his fellow man — ^by a due regard to the immutable 
principles of justice, mercy, and consistency — and by every desire 
for the perpetuation of our free institutions and the peace and 
happiness of our posterity, — ^to come forth in their might, and exert 
every moral energy to arrest the march of this gigantic evil, ere it 
overwhelms us, and precipitates us into the vortex of corruption 
and despotism. 

Not only do we consider the honour of the nation as implicated 
by the toleration of Slavery in the District of Columbia; but the 
example has a most deleterious and pernicious effect even upon those 
whose education and habits have opposed it, when they come within 
the range of its influence. As a proof of the correctness of this 
opinion, we need only advert to the conduct of sundry persons who 
have acted in the capacity of representatives to Congress from non- 
slave holding states. We have reason to believe that they have thus 
in some instances become so insensible of the evils of the anti- 
ehristian practice as to disregard the will of their constituents, and 
join with its advocates in the adoption of measures for its extension 
and perpetuation. And we fear that this state of things cannot be 
remedied until the people of the United States in general turn their 
attention to the subject, and adopt measures for the extinction of 
the odious system, wheresoever it can be done, consistently with the 
Constitution of the Eepublic. 

From statements submitted to this Convention, we are glad to 
find that this subject has already arrested the attention of a respect- 
able portion of our fellow citizens, in different parts of the Union. 
Petitions and memorials, we learn, are preparing in many places 
for signatures, which will, in due season be laid before Congress. 
It is also understood that efforts will soon be made by some of the 
members of that body, to effect the great and desirable object. Let, 
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then, all who are sincerely desirous to wipe from our moral es- 
cutcheon this crimson stain, come forward at this interesting crisis, 
and raise their voice in favour of the great principle of universal 
liberty, and the inalienable rights of man. 

Signed by order, and on behalf of the Convention.^^ 

To THE Public 

" The American Convention for promoting the abolition of slav- 
ery and improving the condition of the African race," having met 
for the first time at the city of Washington, deem it proper to 
address the public in general, relative to the objects and present 
prospects of the Institution. 

"We do not consider it necessary to enter into a detail of the 
history of our proceedings, in this address ; neither shall we attempt 
to adduce any argument to prove the justice of our cause. The 
first is within the reach of those generally, who take an interest in 
the success of our undertaking; the last stands undenied and un- 
deniable, among men of the least pretensions to virtue and candor. 
But having located this Convention at the seat of the National Gov- 
ernment, many of our fellow citizens, who have never acquainted 
themselves with our proceedings, may be desirous to know the ob- 
jects we have in view, as well as our prospects of success. A com- 
pliance with a wish so reasonable, we deem incumbent on us ; and 
we shall frankly state our views and ultimate design. 

The sole aim and end of this Convention ever has been, and now 
is, the abolition of slavery and improvement of the African race, 
(as its title imports,) in the United States, upon the principles of 
justice, equity and safety. The means by which it seeks to accom- 
plish this great work, are : 

1st. To enlighten the public mind, relative to the actual state of 
the slave system. 

2nd. To concentrate the opinions and labors of philanthropists 
in every portion of the country, respecting the adoption of measure 
for its abolition. 

3d. To give efficiency to the labors of individuals, and the vari- 
ous kindred associations in different parts of the Union, by petitions 
and memorials to the constituted authorities, accompanied by such 
information as may be useful to them. 

4th. To point out the best and most practical modes of lessening 
2T American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1828, pp. 17-20. 
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the evils resulting from that system, during its existence in this 
republic. 

With these views the Convention was originally organized, and 
upon these principles it has ever proceeded. It has been eminently 
successful in promoting the cause of emancipation in that portion 
of the Union, where it was at first located; and we consider it 
strictly within the bounds of reason to infer, from past experience, 
that it will exert a salutary influence where it is now established. 
As the light of liberty advances, and the bright luminary of truth 
shines through the mists of popular error, the labors of the advo- 
cates of emancipation will be duly appreciated and their laudable 
exertions crowned with success. 

If we may be allowed to compare the exertions of philanthropists 
at the present day, with those of former periods in the history of 
our country, the most sanguine anticipations of future success may 
be indulged. Within little more than half a century, few, very few, 
and most of them possessed of comparatively little influence in the 
political circles, were known to advocate our cause. Now thousands 
are enlisted in it, some of whom are among the most influential 
characters in the nation. Then, the system of slavery was tolerated 
within the limits of the United States, from the Mississippi to the 
western confines of Massachusetts, and from the Atlantic to the 
farthest north-western frontier. Now, the vast extent of country, 
comprising the states of Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, in the whole of 
which slavery was permitted to exist, is almost totally freed from 
the foul pollution. And further, a law has been enacted and en- 
forced, positively prohibiting its extension beyond the line of 
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, north latitude, in all the 
territory belonging to the republic. This great and important work 
has unquestionably been accomplished by the active labors of those 
who have exerted themselves to show the impropriety of continuing 
to tolerate the system, and the feasibility of its total extinction. 

From this view of the subject we draw the conclusion, that as 
" like causes produce like effects," we have sufficient ground for 
the belief, that by a faithful perseverance in the same course of 
benevolence, the same happy results will follow. We frankly admit 
that where the evil of slavery is felt to a greater extent than in the 
states to which we have adverted, not only must greater exertions 
be used, but even the plans of proceeding must be somewhat varied. 
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Yet we contend that the same grand object must be kept constantly 
in view, and the same leading principles ever be acted on, to pro- 
duce the desired result. 

In locating this Convention at the city of Washington, we are 
actuated by the hope that influential men from different parts of 
the Union, may thereby become more ultimately acquainted with 
our proceedings, and so far as they may approve thereof, be induced 
to co-operate with us. From the very nature of the principles 
which we profess, it will be seen that our success depends wholly 
on the united exertions of the wise and virtuous. Our plans being 
entirely of a pacific character and having nothing in view but what 
is consistent with the welfare and happiness of all, we confidently 
reiy on the wisdom of the patriot and philanthropist, and the good 
sense of our free, enlightened fellow-citizens, for the realization of 
our hopes, and the consummation of our important undertaking.^* 

28 American Convention Abolition Societies, Minutes, 1829, pp. 37-40. 



